
 
 

KATRINA 10 – International Community
Friday, August 28th, Audubon Aquarium

Remarks by Consul general Trumel,
Vice-Dean of Consular corps of New Orleans

Mr. Mayor,
Mr. Ambassador,
Consul generals,
Honorary colleagues,
Distinguished guests,
 

- Thank you for your invitation tonight. It is an Honor and privilege,
as Vice-Dean of the Consular corps, and on behalf of the
international community, to address you.

- We wish a great and complete recovery to our esteemed dean Jim
Sutterfield, as well. Bon rétablissement, cher Jim.

 
- Mr. Mayor, you have shown the World, this week, with these

Katrina 10 commemorations, what a productive and
progressive city New Orleans has become. Now, more than ever,
New Orleans is truly an international city, connected to nations
and continents through business, trade, culture and its roots. A
world-class city.

- On the day that Katrina hit, I was working at the French
Embassy in the Netherlands. If you know me well, you know I
have been loving Louisiana for years. For French people and
people around the World, New Orleans is a cherished and iconic
city. It’s truly a special and unique place. It had always been my
goal to serve the French community in New Orleans, and to
experience its strong culture and identity. When the disaster struck,
I was stupefied and astonished.

 
- Emotion was not only strong in France, where La Nouvelle-

Orléans is so close to our heart and history, but all around the
world.

- Very shortly after the storm, the tragedy led to an amazing wave of
friendship and solidarity. The international community joined the
state of Louisiana in its sorrow and its path to recovery. Millions of
dollars, emergency personnel and vital equipment were shipped
from across the world within days.

 
- There are sixty nations in the Consular Corps, the largest

assembly outside of Washington. Each one works tirelessly not
only to support international development in the city, but to
protect its foreign citizens in a crisis.

- President Barack Obama has been impressed by New Orleans.
Through collaboration, this city has become a better, stronger place



- President Barack Obama has been impressed by New Orleans.
Through collaboration, this city has become a better, stronger place
to live and work. This is not only true for Americans, but also
for foreign citizens, who grow more and more numerous.

- As the President said yesterday in his amazing speech in the Ninth
Ward, “New Orleans, you inspire me, and not only me, but the
whole country!” New Orleans, you inspire the world, as well, for
your resilience, rebirth and eternal joie de vivre.

 
- Foreign citizens are part of the fabric of this city. Not only did

many foreigners return to New Orleans after Katrina, but they
continue to bring their families and business to once again take
part in a new era of the city’s history.

- The people of New Orleans, whether they were born here or in
another country, know they live in an exceptional place to call
“home”. Their strength is their identity, solidarity, diversity and
proud culture. I admire so much this city that welcomed me warmly
last year.

 
- The next step, of course, is the Tricentennial in 2018. We will be

here with you, Mr. Mayor, to celebrate the anniversary of our
unique and beloved Crescent City!

- Mr. Mayor, thank you for your leadership.
- Merci Mr. le Maire, Merci à tous,

Grégor TRUMEL
Consul General of France in Louisiana

Vice-Dean of the New Orleans Consular corps


